Case#



2019-178685

Suspect:


None


Complainant:


Officers Report

Witness:


None came forward



Victim:


redacted by VS1

Incident Type:


Suspicious Situation

Incident Date:


05/09/19, Thursday

Incident Location:

400 Walton Way





Augusta, GA 30901

Investigator:


Terry Gore 713

05/13/19, Monday

1000 Hours

Inv. Terry Gore was assigned this case by Lt. Brandon Beckman while in CID.  Inv. Gore was informed a letter had been delivered to the following:

“The Augusta Chronicle

725 Broad Street

Augusta, GA 30901”

The letter return address was marked:

“Mandatory reporter”

Inv. Gore noted the letter was postmarked from Atlanta Metro 300 on 09 May 2019.

Inv. Gore read the letter which reflected the following information:

“May 8, 2019

To:

- URGENT

Re: redacted by VS1

Attends: Warren Road Elementary School

Guardian

Father: Alphonso Forrest Jr – Sheriff (used his dead uncle’s name Vernon Forrest whom was killed in Atlanta GA to get employed by the Sheriff’s Office) He believes he is above the law.

RELATIVE: 

Address: REDACTED BY VS1
The following have been reported regarding r abuse

The father hits her in the vagina (area appears swollen) – see photo

They do not keep the vaginal area clean and she has a rash on vaginal and buttocks area (see photo)

The hair is braided so tightly that she has pus filled bumps around the head (see photo)

She is constantly slapped in the face and complains of headaches

DAUGHTER is deprived of water, given juice in lieu (told by grandmother juice is better) so dehydrated she has drank toilet water

Grandmother (chain smoker) smokes in the apartment and car when child is present with the windows rolled up

DAUGHTER is told to open her mouth so that they can blow cigarette smoke into it.  she wheezes quite a bit as a result of the second hand smoke

DAUGHTER sleeps on the floor and not a bed in their one bedroom apartment

DAUGHTER is not fed on a daily or consistent basis she goes to bed hungry and her stomach gets filled with gas and protrudes wherein she is unable to have a bowel movement

Grandmother hits her on the head while making her sit on the floor

Her shoes are bought too small for her feet

DAUGHTER is put in closet for periods of time

DAUGHTER is treated like a prisoner and told to put her hands behind her back simulating being handcuffed

Father beats DAUGHTER with a belt for punishment and allows girlfriend (Ebony) to do so as well

Hallo is shaken by shoulders as if she is a rag doll and then her head is hit on the mattress

I am a mandatory reporter so here is the report I was given.

Let’s give DAUGHTER some Justice.  She cannot type and she cannot defend herself she is a helpless little girl caught up in a sick environment.  Please help her expeditiously before it is too late!!!!”

Inv. Gore noted one (1) still photograph was enclosed in the letter.  The still photograph was a collage of 4 separate photographs combined.

The photographs are as follows:

This image consists of a black female child approximately 3 years of age.  The child is wearing a pink colored jacket and blue shirt.  The child appears to be crying and has a seatbelt across her chest.

This image is same as Image #1 however the female child is crying harder.

This image consists of the female child with braids in hair and a blue disc.  The female child has while in color bumps at the scalp of each braid.

This image consists of the female child laying down appearing to be scared.  The female child has no pants or panties on and her legs are spread exposing her vagina.

Investigator Notes:

Inv. Gore noted the still photographs delivered were a very personal nature and only a family member could have taken the photos.

Inv. Gore accessed the Facebook account of Alphonso Forrest II and noted the still images of the black female child being approximately 3 years of age are of approximately 3 years prior.  The female child is not approximately 6 years of age on the still photographs.

Inv. Gore accessed the departmental Aegis LERMS database management system and noted the following information:

Inv. Gore located Case report (16-054063) wherein Alphonso Forrest II was in a civil dispute with Candace and Francine.  Inv. Gore noted Candace and Francine refused to allow Alphonso Forrest II his court mandated visitation.
051419, Tuesday

0500 Hours

Inv. Gore made contact with Alphonso Forrest II and had him report to 400 Walton Way.  

Inv. Gore met with Alphonso Forrest II in his office.

Inv. Gore completed an interview worksheet on Alphonoso Forrest II and obtained a digitally recorded statement from Alphonso Forrest II, which was transferred onto a CD-R, logged on property receipt # 465101 and turned in to the file room for safekeeping.  A synopsis of the interview reflected the following:

Inv. Gore informed Alphonso Forrest II of the allegations leveled against him.  Alphonso Forrest II stated all were lies and that he “knows” that the mother of his child REDACTED BY VS1 or her mother,REDACTED BY VS1, are the individuals who set the letters.  

Inv. Gore showed Alphonso Forrest II the 4 still images.  Alphonso Forrest II stated he has seen them before when he gained custody of his daughter.  Alphonso Forrest II stated he was given full custody of his daughter by the Honorable Judge Wade Padgett approximately 3 years prior and has been having problems with mother and grandmother since that date.  

Alphonso Forrest II denied all the allegations contained in the “letter”.  Alphonso Forrest II stated he does not know why “mother” continues to harass him.

Alphonso Forrest II stated he works on night shift and during the times that he works his mother will watch his daughter during the evening hours.  Alphonso Forrest II stated at no time has his daughter been injured by him or his mother.  Alphonso Forrest II stated his daughter does have a sensitive scalp and if her hair is too tight then she will get small bumps on her scalp.

Inv. Gore inquired as to anyone living in or around the Atlanta Georgia area who would hold a “grudge” against him.  Alphonso Forrest II stated she knows that Candace and her mother live in the Augusta, Georgia area.  Alphonso Forrest II stated he knows that Candace has family that lives in the Atlanta area, however does not have any specific information.

Inv. Gore informed Alphonso Forrest II that a forensic interview would be required.  Alphonso Forrest II stated Sobreano Forrest could take his daughter.

Inv. Gore scheduled a forensic interview for 1100 hours on 05/15/19.

Investigative notes:

Inv. Gore contacted 6 separate individuals who specialize in African American hair care and verified if someone with sensitive head were to get braids that are tight small white bumps will show up, however do go away in 1 to 2 days.

0900 Hours

Inv. Gore made contact with Farrah Cullars, Department of Family and Children Services case manager, and informed her of the forensic interview.

Farrah Cullars stated she had been assigned the investigation approximately 2 weeks prior.  Farrah Cullars stated an unknown individual contacted the Department of Family and Children Services and indicated Forrests daughter was being abused.  Farrah Cullars stated she had been to the residence of Alphonso Forrest II and Sobreano Forrest approximately 2 weeks prior and did not observe any indication of abuse.

Farrah Cullars stated after receiving the newest accusation she went to the residences of Alphonso Forrest II and Sobreano Forrest and noted the residences were clean and stocked with food for his daughter.  Farrah Cullars stated she again spoke with daughter and was informed that she is not abused by anyone.  

Farrah Cullars stated she will be at the forensic interview.

051519, Wednesday


0907 Hours

Inv. Gore received another letter from “Mandatory Reporter” addressed to the Richmond County Sheriff’s Office Attn: Lt. Glenn Rahn (Internal Affairs).  

Inv. Gore logged the letter onto property receipt #: 458427 which was turned into the Crime Scene Unit for finger print analysis.

Crime Scene Technician Lauren Gill received evidence from Inv. Terry Gore to be processed for latent prints. The following was received:

PR # 458427

One (1) letter from “mandatory reporter” with still photograph

CST Gill photocopied the envelope, letter, and still photograph to be placed in the case file. CST Gill photographed the envelope, letter, and still photograph. These photos were later transferred to CD-R and placed on PR # 451622. The CD-R was later placed in the file room.

CST Gill processed the letter and envelope using the iodine fuming method and observed slight latent development on the letter and the envelope. CST Gill photographed the letter and envelope and the development prior to moving onto the next sequential development technique. CST Gill processed the letter using black magnetic powder and observed no additional development. CST Gill processed the envelope with black magnetic powder and observed three (3) latent prints on the front of the envelope. CST Gill photographed these latent prints with and without scale prior to moving onto the next sequential development technique. These photographs were placed on CD-R with the other photographs of the items. CST Gill processed the posterior portion of the still photograph with magnetic black powder and observed no identifiable latent print development. CST Gill photographed the development efforts on the envelope, letter, and still photograph prior to moving onto the next sequential development technique. CST Gill processed the envelope, letter, and posterior portion of the still photograph with Ninhydrin and observed slight further development of the envelope, though the print observed was suitable for elimination value only. No further development was noted to the letter or photograph.
*NOTE: As a result of the application of Ninhydrin to the still photograph, the image depicted was destroyed. This image was previously documented through photocopy and photographing. 
CST Gill observed the flap portion of the envelope to be sealed using the envelope adhesive as well as two sections of clear tape. CST Gill noted this envelope did not appear to be of the self-adhesive variety. CST Gill removed a section of the posterior portion of the envelope to include the adhesive strip to be submitted to the GBI for saliva analysis. This portion of envelope was properly sealed and placed on PR # 451623. CST Gill completed the GBI Submission Form for this section of the envelope, and the evidence was later submitted to the GBI for processing. 

1030 Hours

Inv. Gore arrived at the Child Enrichment Center.  Upon signing in, Inv. Gore was escorted to the MDT meeting room and was met by Kate Crockett, forensic interviewer.  Case was staffed at this time.

Farrah Cullars arrived at the forensic interview.

Farrah Cullars stated she talked to FORREST DAUGHTER on 05/14/19 after receiving another anonymous “tip” from a “mandatory reporter”.  

Farrah Cullars stated she asked FORREST DAUGHTER each of the questions as pertained in the note above.  Farrah Cullars stated FORREST DAUGHTER denied all the implications and on being asked if she “drank out of the toilet”, FORREST DAUGHTER stated “that’s gross, no”.  

Farrah Cullars stated she observed adequate food in the residences of Alphonso Forrest II and Sabreano Forrest.  

Farrah Cullars asked FORREST DAUGHTER if she has been slapped.  Hallo Hall advised that no one has hit her in the face.

1100 Hours

Crockett escorted Sobreano Forrest into the MDT meeting room for a pre-interview.  Sobreano Forrest provided the following information on FORREST DAUGHTER:

FORREST DAUGHTER does not have a history of physical or sexual abuse and has not had a forensic interview in the past for any reason.  FORREST DAUGHTER has not been diagnosed with any physical or mental conditions and is not on any medications.

Sobreano Forrest stated she does not have any information concerning this incident.  Sobreano Forrest stated FORREST DAUGHTER is not abused and has plenty of food and drink.

Sobreano Forrest stated FORREST DAUGHTER did get a few rashes as she is learning to clean herself after using the bathroom, however denied anyone ever touching FORREST DAUGHTER inappropriately.

Sobreano Forrest stated she was informed by FORREST DAUGHTER that when she was at Candace Hall’s residence that she slept on the floor due to Candace being in the bed with her boyfriend.

Sobreano Forrest stated FORREST DAUGHTER calls her “Candace” not “mom”.

Sobreano Forrest stated she has no direct knowledge of these incidents.

1110 Hours

Crocker concluded the pre-interview with Sobreano Forrest and escorted her to the waiting room.

1115 Hours

Crocker escorted FORREST DAUGHTER into the forensic interview room.  A synopsis of the interview is as follows:

Crocker began the rapport building section of the forensic interview by telling FORREST DAUGHTER about the room.  Crocker informed FORREST DAUGHTER that the interview was being recorded but that was only if she forgot something she could just watch the video and hopefully not call her back to the Child Enrichment Center.  Crocker informed FORREST DAUGHTER that in another room some people were watching but their job and hers was to make sure she was safe.

Crocker asked if FORREST DAUGHTER knew why she was at the Child Enrichment Center.  FORREST DAUGHTER did not know why she was at the Child Enrichment Center.

Crocker transitioned into the body identification phase of the interview.  HFORREST DAUGHTER was able to differentiate between boy and girl and identified herself as a girl.  FORREST DAUGHTER was able to identify the parts of the body and did not know the parts of the body that are “not ok” to touch.  After being informed of the parts of the body FORREST DAUGHTER stated she has never been touched in any manner.

Crocker transitioned into the touch inquiry phase of the interview.  FORREST DAUGHTER denied receiving any hits, kicks or punches by anyone and no one has touched her vagina at any time.

FORREST DAUGHTER denied being abused by Alphonso Forrest II, Sobreano Forrest or anyone else.  FORREST DAUGHTER indicated she does get into trouble, however is not struck.

Crocker concluded the interview with safety and escorted FORREST DAUGHTER back to the waiting room.

1136 Hours

Crocker escorted Sobreano Forrest back into the MDT meeting room for a post interview.  

Sobreano Forrest was informed that FORREST DAUGHTER did not disclose any abuse.

Crocker concluded the post interview and escorted the family out of the Child Enrichment Center.  

Crocker transferred custody of the DVD-R forensic interview of FORREST DAUGHTER to Inv. Gore and logged it onto property receipt #: 434383 which was later placed in the property room for safekeeping.

1145 Hours
CST Gill contacted Glen Rahn with the Internal Affairs Division of the Richmond County Sheriff’s Office regarding obtaining the known prints of Inv. Gore and any other employees who may have handled the envelope, letter, or photograph in order to eliminate these individuals as the contributors of the latent prints. CST Gill was contacted by Inv. Kim Lee with the Internal Affairs Division who had advised that the envelope which contained the letter and photograph had been handled by the following individuals:

Janet Herrington – Sheriff’s Administration

Taneshia Davis – Internal Affairs

Glen Rahn – Internal Affairs

Kim Lee – Internal Affairs

Terry Gore – Crimes Against Children

CST Gill requested the known prints of the above listed employees from Inv. Lee for elimination purposes. Inv. Lee advised she would obtain these known prints for CST Gill.

1330 Hours
CST Gill received the known prints of Herrington, Davis, Rahn, Lee, and Gore from Inv. Lee. 

CST Gill observed the three (3) latent prints on the envelope, noting latent print # 1 was suitable for entry into AFIS (AFIS # 20190107-001). CST Gill submitted this print to AFIS but observed no hits.

CST Gill observed latent print # 2 to be suitable for elimination value only. CST Gill examined the known prints of Herrington, Davis, Rahn, and Lee and were able to eliminate the aforementioned individuals as the contributor to the latent print. CST Gill examined the known prints of Terry Gore and was unable to eliminate Gore’s right thumb as the contributor of the latent print.

CST Gill observed latent print # 3 to be of no value.

1330 Hours

Inv. Gore was contacted by Farrah Cullars and informed the Warren Road Elemental School had received the same “letter and picture” and had contacted DFACS hotline.

Farrah Cullars stated she went back to the residence of Alfonso Forrest and Sobreano Forrest and again noted the residences were clean and that there were no indications of inadequate supervision.

1425 Hours

Inv. Gore arrived at 311 Warren Road (Warren Road Elementary) and made contact with Sherry Phillips.  Sherry Phillips stated she is the principle of Warren Road Elementary and received the letter on 05/13/19 and reported to DFACS.  

Inv. Gore noted the letter was address to:

“Warren Rd Elementary School

311 Warren Rd

Augusta, Ga 30907 

Attn: Sherry Phillips”

Inv. Gore noted the return address being “Mandatory Reporter”.

Inv. Gore noted the letter was identical to the one received previously.

Inv. Gore collected the letter and photograph and logged it onto property receipt #: 434384 which was added to the case file.

Sherry Phillips stated she has had no problems with FORREST DAUGHTER who maintains “great grades”.  Inv. Gore obtained the Richmond County School System Grade KK report Card 2018-2019 for Hallo Hall and noted a total of 6 days missed in 2018-2019.  

Inv. Gore noted Hallo Hall maintained “Proficient Learner” on her grades on multiple skills.

Inv. Gore added the report card to the case file.

Inv. Gore was informed by the School Counselor that she has not observed any indications from FORREST DAUGHTER of abuse or mistreatment.  Inv. Gore was informed FORREST DAUGHTER has not been to school with bruises or any injuries.

1450 Hours

Inv. Gore made contact with Candace via telephone at REDACTED BY VS1.  Candace denied having any association with the letter and did not know anything about the letter.  Inv. Gore informed her that DFACS case manager Farrah Cullars would be calling her to set up an interview. 

1502 Hours

Inv. Gore was informed by Farrah Cullars that Candace would not answer her phone.

Inv. Gore attempted to make contact with Candace via telephone with negative results.  Inv. Gore left his contact information for a return call.

1545 Hours

Inv. Gore was contacted by Special Agent Kicklighter of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and informed that another entity had received a copy of the letter and photographs.  

Inv. Gore was informed the entity would mail the letter to him.

1620 Hours

Inv. Gore was contacted by Candace Hall.  Inv. Gore inquired as to why she is sending out still photographs of her daughter to everyone along with the letters.  Candace denied sending anything out and feigned to be outraged.  

Inv. Gore informed Candace that any further dissemination of nude photographs of FORREST DAUGHTER will be considered illicit.

1710 Hours

Inv. Gore was contacted by DFACS case manager Cullars and informed that she had made contact with Candace and informed her that FORREST DAUGHTER was being property cared for.

Cullars stated Candace refused to speak with Cullars in person.

051619, Thursday

0900 Hours

Inv. Gore received an overnight letter from “Children’s Rights”.

Inv. Gore noted “Children’s Rights” received the letter and photograph on 05/14/19 and contacted the Georgia Bureau of Investigation.  

Inv. Gore noted the letter was addressed to:

“Children’s Rights

88 Pine Street  ste. 800

New York, NY 

10005”

Inv. Gore noted the return address was “Mandatory reporter”.

Inv. Gore noted the letter and photographs were identical to those previously received.

052019, Monday

0800 Hours

Inv. Gore attempted to make contact with Candace via telephone with negative results.  Inv. Gore left his contact information for a return call.

0932 Hours

Inv. Gore arrived at REDACTED BY VS1 (address of Alphonso Forrest) and canvassed the neighbors immediately surrounding the address.  Inv. Gore was informed that they have not heard any unusual commotion from the address and have not observed Alphonso Forrest yelling or anything at his child.

1132 Hours

Inv. Gore arrived at REDACTED BY VS1 and canvassed the neighbors immediately surrounding the address.  Inv. Gore was informed that no yelling, no cursing or unusual commotion from the address has been noted.  

Inv. Gore was informed that no individual has observed Sobreno Forrest blowing smoke into the open mouth of FORREST DAUGHTER.

Inv. Gore entered the apartment and noted the residence was clean and clutter free.  Inv. Gore observed the cabinets were stocked with plentiful food and the refrigerator was fully stocked.  

Inv. Gore observed numerous toys for FORREST DAUGHTER in the residence.

1400 Hours
CST Gill met with Inv. Gore, who provided two persons of interest in the case. Inv. Gore provided the names Candace (SID # 4647227A) and Francine. CST Gill obtained the known prints for Candace and was able to eliminate Candace as the contributor to latent print # 2.

052119, Tuesday

1400 Hours

CST Gill created a GBI submission request for the section of envelope to be submitted for saliva analysis. The evidence was later turned over to the GBI for testing.

CST Gill contacted Inv. Gore and advised him of the findings.

082619, Monday

1521 Hours

Inv. Gore was contacted by Kari Viola-Brooke of the Child Enrichment Center.  Viola-Brooke advised she received an anonymous electronic facsimile from “Mandatory Reporter”.  Viola-Brooke indicated that “A child voice” Child Enrichment Center had received one as well.

Inv. Gore was provided the Facsimile which reflected the following:

“To:DFACS

Date: August 22, 2019

Re: FORREST DAUGHTER – 1st grader Warren Head Elementary school – Augusta.

As a mandatory report – I sent my statement to the Principal at the end of school last year

This child is living under extremely terrible conditions and they are the following:

Paternal Grandmother (Sobreano) slaps the child in the face and refuses to give water or proper nutrition

The child’s hair is braided so tight that there are tension bumps along the hairline.  Beads placed on her hair weigh her head down and she frequently complains of headaches

Child said she is made to open her mouth and inhale smoke blown into it by her paternal grandmother, not sure if this is cigarette or marijuana smoke

Child is not property restrained in a booster seat while riding in her father’s or paternal grandmother’s car

The child’s father is Alphonso Forrest Jr. (Deputy Richmond County Sheriff Department).  He is the custodial parent but the child lives with his mother 95% of the time.  Forrest believes that he is above the law

Please be aware that the authorities are receiving this correspondence as well in an effort to get this child into a safer environment.  It is imperative as a school to report all cases of suspected abuse or neglect.

Per Mandated Reporter Law – O.C.G.A. 19-7-5 (2016)

MANDATED REPORTERS:
©(1) The following persons having reasonable cause to believe that suspected child abuse has occurred shall report or cause reports of such abuse to be made as provided in this Code section: 

Physicians licensed to practice medicine, physician assistants, interns, or residents

Hospital or medical personnel

Dentists;

Licensed psychologists and persons pertaining in internships to obtain licensing pursuant to Chapter 39 of Title 43;

Podiatrists;

Registered professional nurses or licensed practical nurses licensed pursuant to Chapter 26 of Title 43 or nurse’s aides;

Professional counselors, social workers, or marriage and family therapists licensed pursuant to Chapter 10A of Title 43;

School teachers

School administrators;

School counselors, visiting teachers, school social workers, or school psychologists certified pursuant to Chapter 2 or Title 20;

Thank you, 

Mandatory reporter

1610 Hours

Inv. Gore made contact with DFACS Case manager Farrah Cullars and informed her that 2 additional reports had been made to separate Child Enrichment Facilities and to expect the DFACS reports.

082719, Tuesday

0831 Hours

Inv. Gore accessed the Georgia Bureau of Investigation Forensic website and noted the saliva sample provided remains unassigned at this time.

0844 Hours

Inv. Gore arrived at 546 Laney Walker Blvd and made contact with Sobreano Forrest.  Inv. Gore informed Sobreano Forrest that 2 additional letters had been sent to various businesses and requested to enter the residence to photograph.

Inv. Gore informed Sobreano Forrest that unannounced visits do not allow the individual to clean or prepare prior to arrival.

Sobreano Forrest advised she Inv. Gore can enter and photograph.

Inv. Gore observed in the kitchen area adequate food in refrigerator and cabinets.  

Inv. Gore observed several pairs of new shoes belonging to FORREST DAUGHTER (for school).

Inv. Gore inspected the entirety of the apartment and noted the apartment was clean with no obvious rodent or insect activity.

Inv. Gore observed numerous toys to include a new bicycle belonging to FORREST DAUGHTER.

Sobreano Forrest stated she assumed that “something like this was going to happen again”.  Sobreano Forrest stated Candice asked to have visitation the previous weekend as she missed her scheduled visitation.  Candice was informed that Alphonso Forrest II had made plans and that Candice Hall was upset.

Sobreano Forrest stated “whenever Candice does not get her way she does something”.  

Inv. Gore later transferred the still photographs onto a CD-R and logged it onto property receipt #: 465102 which was turned into the file room for safekeeping.

Investigation is closed unfounded…..
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