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SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION
MEMORANDUM REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

“¥EL OF REPORT: STATUS:: ) LAB EXAMS AND RECORDS SECT{ON USE ONLY
i>& Opening () Active LAB NUMBERS: Case File # 75 -/&
{ ) Progress () Awaiting Court { ) Chemical No: Date received at SLED:
XX Closing Action
O Final () Closed by Arrest - ( ) Forensic No: CHARACTER #4- /3
() Crime Scene () Insufficient Info. o ‘

Processing only . _(.) Unfounded () Polvgraph No: _ CHARACTER DETAIL:
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X Telephonic ¢ (.).Personal (,)Mail s NP, B ne
feceived from: L £D. /7 VA
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Date of Crime: /) ~ &7 5. .. : = = g
Location of Crime: fu oty fa Tard
( City and County ) [\las/7e phoRa < oo

Arrest Ticket Nupber (If closed by aFiest). .
Fingerprint Card Available: Yes No Photograph- Available: Yes No

1f fingerprint card or photograph taken by other than Investigating Officer list:
Sheriff/Palice Department: T _ County: : Date:
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Person{s) Interviewed:

llame " - ‘ ' ’Address

SLED CHARACTER CODE_NUMBERS LISTED ALPHABETICALLY

Abortion .- Confidential 21. Forgery 31. Oper. Nuisance
Abduction - . Conspiracy 22. Fraud 32. Robbery
Administrative . -Death Inv, 23. Gambling ; 33. Rec. St. Goods
Arson : , . Delinguent 24. Housebreaking - 34. Safe Cracking
Assault ‘& Battery .. Desertion, N/Sup. 25. Inter W/0fficer 35. Sex Crimes
Blue Law . Disorderly Conduct 26. Kidnapping 36. Traffic

Breach of Peace Destruction of Prop. 27. Larceny ) 37. Trespassing
Bribery . Drug Violation 28. Malfeasance 38. Unlaw. Weapon - H
Burglary ‘ Election Law 29. Vio. of Lig. Law 39, Worthless Checks W
Civil Rights . Escapee 30. Obt..False Pretense 40. Other
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General Instructions:

This report should be submitted for all investigations .and with al] statements and related
material, A1l information on this form is vital in order that the Records Section may

properly process Case reports. This report does not replace a narrative report when
such is in order.




Chief J. P. Strom

RE:- Walterboro Jail Fire
FROM: George B. Hammet

On 11-7-75, at approximately 10:30 P. M. I received a request
from Headquarters to go to Walterboro in Colleton County to
investigate a jail fire. This fire was investigated by Lt.
L. C. Kemmerlin, Kiser, and Parnell.

We found there had been a small fire set in cell block #13 in
the back cell which was occupied by Billy Blume, the dead man.,
Cell #3 was occupied by Bill Marietta who has been hospitalized.

From our investigation we found that Mr. Blume had become highly
aggravated with the Sheriff. The Sheriff had confined them to
single cells due to the fact that Mr. Blume had reported for
week end service of a sentence drinking, He made the statement
to the Sheriff that if he didn't let him out of there he was
going to burn the jail down. He stacked the mattress and bedding
in front of his cell door and poured some paint, paint thinner,
and possibly lighter fluid and lite this material, which ignited
faster than he expected causing a toxic smoke which made it im-
possible for his rescue whicn resulted in nis dceatn.

ine onity negligence that 1l could Iind at tne sSheriIis Department
1n the operation of the jaii was that the paint ana paint tninner
were avallable, but tnis man was a Irusiy, Serving i1n the 1Lrusiy
ceLL biock ana they were allowed to keep their personal belongings.
This is a very modern jail and has recently been inspected and
approved by the State and the Federal Inspectors and the mattresses
were Federally approved which put off the toxic smoke.

The scene of the fire has been photographed and samples taken
for analysis.




TO: Chief J. P, Strom

RE: Information

On 11-7-75, at 7:10 P, M. Mr, Billy Blume Teported to the
County Jail to complete the last day of hig 28% week-end
sentence for DUI. "Mr, Bl eported to the County Jaii
while under the i He was sentenced
to his cell block,

It seems the turn key, Bili
pigk up some 1i

The Sheriff
inutes ang talk with you, "
Ve minutes after the Sherirf left the Jail,
he had set ;gﬁ Jail on fire, Also found after the fire were
three pints“4r liquor bottles in the cell block.

One of the dupties, Lonnie Crosby, was hospitalized attempting
to rescue,
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November 8 1975
2: 45-P

On the evenlng of November 7, 1975 I wds in ‘the dlspatchers
office of the" Colleton County Jall.»At dpprox1mate1y 8:30 P, M.,
Leroy Jenkins, a trustee, came runnlng 1nto ‘the office reportlng
that he smeliled.smoke upstairs and that he heard Bill Marietta yell

to Billy Blume sonethlng to. the effect that " My “God you ve set us
on flre."

I 1mmed1ately got the cell Keys out of the dlspatchers desk

and gave them to Bernard Mltchell, ( another trustee ) and we both
went up-stairs, i : '

Upon arrlval at cell block #)3 heavy smoke was coming from
around the ma1n door. Bernard unlocked the electrical control panel
door” and I operated the machinism opening the individual cells as
well as the bull pen door. Bernard went downstairs for some lights
and I went on inside to search for the occupants of the cells,:

As T entered ‘the cell block and proceded along the outside wall a
mild explosion ocecurred. I took it to be caused by the influx of
air allow1ng rapid combustion. I realized that I could not stay in
the-cell block, so I went downstairs-and donned a "Scott Air Pac",
(self contained breathing apparatus)

. I'went back upstairs with two city firemaen and Bernard Mitchell
found Bill Marietta and he was removed from the cell with the
assistance of F. A, Smith. He was breathlng at -this time, I am a
certified Emergency Medical Technician, so I was able to determine
that he was in respiratory distress but still alive.

I went back inside and as51sted the extrlcatmon of Billy
Blume, and . attempted to revive him by admlnlsterlng Cardio Pulmonary
Resuscitation, I continued CPR at the hospital under the direction
of Dr. James L.‘ Altman, but all efforts of resusc1tat10n were un~-
successful and Bllly Blume was pronunced dead. bf

Ira Donald Pouser
Deputy Sheriff

Colleton Co., S. C.
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STATEMENT OF LEROY JENKINS:

"T heard Billy Blume saying, "Let me out .of here. I am gonna burn
this God Damned jail down tonight.' I then heard glass bresk and I
went down to ini'ox;m the dispatcher. I came back up and laid downea A
few minutes later I heard Bill say, '0 God, You set us on fire.' I
went 't.O the back cell and saw smoke coming out and went downstairs to
get help. We got back upsta:ir's and saw that the smoke was coming out

so that we were unable to get to the cell block."




REQUEST FOR SLED ASSISTANCE
DATE AND TIME OF REQUEST: _ 11- 7-75 10:30 P. M.

RECEIVED FROM ' s » Harold Mlller Agént o ‘Columbia :
. : -‘Name ] Position. .. ~ Location

BY: Rad1o Phone x Letter In Person Teletype '
i Jail

TYPE OF FIRE: Auto__ ~ Commercial Church/School Dwelling
DATE AND TIME FIRE 0CCURRED: 11-7—75 . ' 8:30 P. M.

FIRE LOCATION: ' Walterboro  Walterboro

City . County ~ Other Descripﬁion
OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS Colleton County

L}

DRIVER OR
TENANT:

INSURANCE S e
: Company's- Name 5 5 -»vCompany's Name

Po]icnyumber . o ’ . T Policy Number.

AmGUNt - Coverage : e " 7 Amount -~ Coverage

AUTO DESCRIPTION B ik . .
; .- Model Make Body Type - No. Passengers

No. CyTinders Serial No, Optional Equipment | Otheér Equipment
REMARKS : County Jail fire investigated by Lt. L. C. Kemmerlin

Lt.Kiser Leonard and Ira Parnell

Arson F11e NO. Sled F1]e NO. Agent’s Signature

The "above request should be filled out and mailed to Headquarters 1mmed1ate1y
upon receipt of a request for SLED Arson Assistance.

USE BACK IF NECESSARY
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